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One could seldom have the beginning of one without the
end of the other. Who, it was asked, could be blamed
for hearing the music? In that case, so it is said, a synod
decided that the knobs on the machine and not the Mus-
limin must be held at fault. Thus, step by step, fanaticism
retreated before reason: the twentieth century moved into
the seventh: the Roundheads have given way, if only inch
by inch, before the Cavaliers.

Nevertheless, if reason had had to admit that our coining
to Riyadh was not against the Koranic law, pride and
prejudice would still dictate a proud aloofness as correct
behaviour for the conservative minority. They sailed past
us, these elders, their henna-dyed beards projecting, their
fierce glances removed from the tainting Christians, and
chastened us in so doing.